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Greetings! Center director Jim Collins and, above, SEAYLP graduate assistants Sean Dolan, Mary Thomas, Shahin
Aftabizadeh, Coral Carlson, Shawn McCafferty, and Maria “Rai” Hancock welcome this spring’s group of Southeast
Asia Leadership Program (SEAYLP) participants to NIU this week. The center, staff, and faculty associates wish the
SEAYLP group, which includes high school students and adult leaders from Burma, Thailand, Indonesia, and the
Philippines, an enlightening and enjoyable time in DeKalb. Participants arrive Wednesday, April 7.

Center welcomes spring SEAYLP participants
1. This week’s lecture: Jason Nguyen, ethnomusicology student, Indiana University
2. Remembering Hal Smith
3. Apply for summer FLAS fellowship deadline by April 9
4. Center, International Training Office seeking a few more host families
5. NIU-TA presents Thai Culture Night April 11
6. CSEAS outreach: Elgin students visit center, NIU
7. University Plaza offers room and board scholarship through CSEAS
8. Deadline extended, location changed for Ramayana conference
9. NIU world music concert to feature music from Southeast Asia
10. Kudos
11. Save the dates: Cultural festival, concerts, and more
12. Ongoing area Southeast Asia cultural opportunities
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1. This week’s lecture: Jason Nguyen, ethnomusicology student, Indiana University
Indiana University graduate student Jason Nguyen will present ‚A
Brief Introduction to the Vietnamese Dan Bau‛ in a hybrid
lecture/performance at noon Friday, April 9, at the center’s weekly
lecture series in Room 110, Campus Life Building. Nguyen will
discuss the history of the instrument and then perform ‚Sketches on
One String,‛ a composition weaving together poetry, prose, and dan
bau accompaniment. For a Thai lunch, call 815-753-1771 or e-mail
cseas@niu.edu by noon Thursday. Lunches are $4 for students, $5 for
others.
Jason Nguyen
2. Remembering Hal Smith
The center was saddened to learn of the March 24 death of Harold ‚Hal‛ Smith, 93, NIU
sociology professor emeritus and a longtime center associate who actively participated
in the center’s publications program during his retirement, including a stint as book
review editor for the center’s journal, Crossroads. Born in 1916, Smith grew up on a dairy
farm in Pennsylvania and graduated from high school at age 15. He received bachelor’s
degrees from Penn State in mathematics and agricultural economics and sociology, his
master’s from Virginia Tech, and his Ph.D. from Cornell University. Smith came to NIU
in 1957. In the 1960s and ‘70s, Smith received three Fulbright Visiting Professorships,
opportunities that took him to Thailand and to the Philippines where he researched
comparative family systems and medical practices. Retiring from NIU in 1984, Smith
brought the same scholarly energy to years of travel around the world with his wife,
Rhea. In 2005, at age 88, Smith saw the second edition of his 1977 book, Historical and
Cultural History of Thailand (Scarecrow Press), published. Smith made lifelong friends in
Southeast Asia and maintained ties to Thai colleagues and friends throughout his life,
according to an obituary published in the DeKalb Daily Chronicle. He remained in close
touch with many Southeast Asian studies students he mentored at NIU, and donated a
series of Thai temple rubbings to the Anthropology Museum. ‚[Hal] left a legacy of
conscientiousness, generosity, open-mindedness, humility, and love to his survivors,‛
the article noted. The center extends its deepest sympathies to Hal’s wife and family.
3. Apply for summer FLAS fellowships by April 9
This week is the deadline for summer Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS)
fellowships funded by the U.S. Department of Education Title VI program. These
fellowships, available to both graduate and undergraduate students, provide for the
study of Southeast Asian languages at any educational institution, including those in
Southeast Asia, with top priority given to students planning to study a language in a
Southeast Asian country. Application deadline: April 9. See the center website.
4. Sign up today! Center needs one more host family for SEAYLP
The center needs just one more area family to act as hosts April 11–
22 for a pair of high school boys participating in the Southeast Asia
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Youth Leadership Program (SEAYLP), which begins this week. Participants, who arrive
at NIU Wednesday, April 7, are from Burma, Indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand.
The International Training Office is also looking for three more families to act as hosts
for two weeks in May for Muslim and non-Muslim youth and adult leaders from the
Autonomous Region of Muslim Mindanao who are coming to NIU in April for six
weeks to participate in the seventh Philippine Youth Leadership Program (PYLP). This
program runs April 17–May 22; the home-stay segment is May 2–15. For details, contact
NIU host family coordinator (and past host) Leslie Shive at 815-753-9546 (e-mail
lshive@niu.edu). For host family application forms and other information, see the
SEAYLP or PYLP websites.
5. NIU-TA presents Thai Culture Night April 11
The NIU Thai Association (NIU-TA) will present Thai Culture Night at 5:30 p.m.
Sunday, April 11, in the Wirtz Hall auditorium on campus. To celebrate the start of the
Thai Songkran festival, the event will feature traditional music and dance performances
from the Thai Cultural Center in Chicago and by NIU students, a kick boxing exhibition,
a cooking demonstration, and an exhibit about Songkran. A free Thai dinner will be
served at 7:30 p.m. Thai Consul General Narong Sasitorn will make opening remarks.
6. CSEAS outreach: Elgin students visit center, NIU

A group of middle and high school students from Elgin, ages 8–16, visited the center April 2. Center outreach
director Julie Lamb took the students around campus and helped coordinate the visit, which was organized by
Aloun Khotisene of the Elgin YWCA to introduce the group to a college campus. While at NIU, the students attended
the NIU Open House, took the campus bus tour, and visited the Donn V. Hart Southeast Asia Collection with curator
Hao Phan and language professor John Hartmann. The older students in the group—from Larkin, South Elgin,
Elgin, and Bartlett high schools—also attended the center’s weekly lunchtime lecture in the Campus Life Building.
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7. University Plaza offers room and board scholarship though CSEAS
University Plaza, a private residence hall at NIU, is offering the Morton J. Crane
Scholarship, free room and board for one academic year, through CSEAS to a qualified
full-time undergraduate student pursuing a liberal arts degree. Applicants must show
financial need. Applications may be downloaded from the center website, Student
Funding tab. Application deadline: April 21.
8. Deadline extended, location changed for Ramayana conference
The deadline for presentation proposals has been extended to April 30 for the Third
International Ramayana Conference, which is now scheduled for Sept. 18–19 at NIU’s
DeKalb campus. The two-day event, co-sponsored by the center, the University of
Illinois Center for South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies, and the International
Ramayana Institute of North America, will include a teacher workshop. For details, see
the conference website.
9. Immersion learning: Cooking up Bahasa Melayu

Malay language class members,
from left, Brett McCabe, chef of
the day Darus Tharim, Sarah
Wiley, Aileen Adam, JoAnn
LoSavio, and Sean Dolan learn
how to make Ayam Masak Lemak
Chili Api at a class cooking session
held at center director Jim Collins’
home recently. The dish, pictured
above, is chicken cooked with
coconut milk, lemongrass, hot
chili, karif lime leaf, tumeric,
shallots, and lime juice.

10. Kudos
Undergraduate student Bethany Brown, a French major and Southeast Asian Studies
minor, won first place in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures’ annual
essay contest. Congratulations, Bethany!
11. Save the dates: Cultural festival, concerts, and more
 April 16: The NIU Ethnotopia cultural festival will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at the
Wirtz Hall auditorium on campus. Details to be announced later.
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April 17: SEA Club is organizing a group to participate in NIU Cares Day, which
places NIU organizations and students throughout DeKalb and Sycamore to do
community-service projects from 8 a.m. to late afternoon. Participants get a free
T-shirt and a free lunch. For details, see the NIU Cares Day website where you
can also register online (select SEAclubNIU when prompted for a group). For
details, contact club president Julie Edmunds at edmundsjulie@yahoo.com or
815-566-2765.
April 22, 23: Alexander Hinton, associate professor of anthropology at Rutgers
University and director of the Rutgers Center for the Study of Genocide and
Human Rights, will present ‚The Paradox of Perpetration‛ at 7 p.m. April 22 in
Room 176 DuSable and ‚Trials, Tribulations, and Transitional Justice‛ at 11 a.m.
April 23 in Room 206 Stevens. Hinton is the author of Why Did They Kill?
Cambodia in the Shadow of Genocide (University of California Press, 2004).
April 25: The Chicago-based Friends of the Gamelan will present a spring
concert of traditional and contemporary Javanese gamelan music, led by Joko
Sutrisno, artistic director of the Sumunar Gamelan Ensemble of Minneapolis, at 6
p.m. at the Hyde Park Union Church, 5600 S. Woodlawn, Chicago. Admission is
$10 for adults and $5 for students. For details, e-mail info@chicagogamelan.org or
see the group’s website. In January, Sutrisno co-taught a month-long class on
Indonesian music and culture at Hamline University in St. Paul, Minn., with NIU
graduate student Sean Dolan.
Aug. 20–21: The Lao Professionals of Illinois will present the first annual Lao
Artist Festival at Hemmens Auditorium at Elgin Community College, 1700
Spartan Drive, Elgin. The festival will feature arts and handicrafts from Laos,
traditional dance and music, a talent show, traditional dances, and more. Tickets
are $10 in advance, $15 at the door. For details, see the festival website or call
festival producer Aloun Khotisene at 847-877-8224.

12. Ongoing area Southeast Asia cultural opportunities
 The Indonesian Consulate in Chicago offers free Balinese and Javanese dance
and gamelan classes on weekends. For details, see the consulate website.
 The Cambodian Association of Illinois holds free traditional Cambodian music
and dance lessons Sundays at the Cambodian American History Museum and
Killing Fields Memorial, 2831 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago. The music program
runs from 10 a.m. to noon; the dance program from 1 to 3 p.m. For details, call
Anneth Houy at 773-878-7090. Museum hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. MondayFriday and on weekends by appointment.
If you are a person with a disability who may need assistance at any center-sponsored event, contact office
manager Nancy Schuneman at 815-753-1771 or nschunem@niu.edu.If you no longer wish to receive this
bulletin, please reply to this e-mail with a request to remove your name. Thank you.
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